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Overview

From Octobel3“ to 25", 2009, Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy
(CSSDmosted our third annual national student and youth organized
conference. This is the ontpnference of its kind in Canada and CSSDP remains
the sole youth and student drug policy organization in the courithe 2009
conference was held in beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia, hosted by the
Simon Fraser University CSSDP chapter. Studenisg yp®ople, drug users,
professionals, policy workers, doctors, community activists, and more converged

for an energetic and constructive weekend focuseddon f dzSLINA y G & F 2 NJ
t NEPKAOAUAZ2Y QO

Over the weekend attendees took part in many activities, sagha guided tour

2F LyaArAidSs b2NIOK ! YSNAOIFI Qa 2yf éfort SAIE 3
‘ board member Donald

al Ot KSN& 2y Quth NB i A NX

high profile members of the

Vancouver drug policy

community; an irdepth panel

discussion on new trends i

drugs and healing; an interactive

workshop on the role of user

groups in the new drug policy

world; andplenty more!

Asin 2008, attendees were
elevated with the knowledge
and discussion provided at the conferenckhis ighe only drug policy reform
conference in Canadandassuch { { 5t Qa4 I yydzf O2yFTSNBY
reinvigorate the drug policy reform movement as welbadd andeducate. In
2009 we accomplished this, contributing to the growing Canadian drug policy
movement. o R
AOhdSNXftf> L fSI
so grateful for having had the
opportunity to come. Thank you,

thankyalzs G KIF y 1 &2
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Planning and
Organizing

Vancouver, British
Columbia, with its
vibrant drug policy
community and
history of ground
breaking harm
reduction work, was
selected by the Board
of Directors as the
2009 conference
location soon after i

the 2008 AGM. The conference was hodigdhe Simon Fraser University (SFU)
CSSDP chapter.

The Board and the SFU chapter wanted the conference to occur at the downtown
campus of SFU, howevdimances and booking problems prevented us from
securing our ideal location downtown. The conferemas held at the beautiful
SFU Burnaby campus at Saywell Hall and adjacent Blusson Hall (seen above), both
recent additions to the campus. We used the spacious hall space for registration
and merchandise tables and had rooms equipped with modern audigvisu
, A w = oA . capabilities. Rooms and most technical needs
aly SEOST T SY werebooked through the student federation at
information and Simon Fraser University by the chapter, which
encouragement for we, helped keep costs down.
the current frontline
addictions workers and Planning and organizing was done by members
our future decision of the SFU chapter along Wlt[h the help of the
Y1 8NE D ¢ K| CSSDP staff and board ofldlrectors..Rooms
were chosen for the capacity of seating and
technical needs, proximity to each other, available space outsitleeaboms for
tables, and considerations such as appearance. CSSDP prowrdech
equipment for weo recording and streaming. Food was provided by an on

Ol YLJza O2YLI yeZ bl §dzZNBQa DI NRSY hNAHFYAC
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FNRY f1aid &@SIFINRna O2yFSNByOSz 4S5 $gSNBE KI
produced, organic, fresh and healiiod from a local business. A block of hotel

rooms was arranged at the Ramada Hotel in Downtown Vancouver at a

reasonable rate for out of town attendegand students also billeted with

members in Vancouver

"Speakers gave their own
time after to explain in

_ _ detail, leaving no
Media and Promotion unanswered questions."

Prior to the conferenc€SSDP members were featured in the SFU student
newspaper,lhe Peakand a popular Vancouver culture newspapére Georgia
Strait, promoting the conference. Organizers in Vancouver handled local
promotion while staff members distributed invites and callouts across the country
' YR (KNERdzZIK 2 deiork® deNdeteldidappyirded.Rith the'l&ck of
media turn out at the conference and therefore, will be developing a media
strategy for our 2010
conference to improve our
media coverage.

Drugs and Healing - Gabor Mate - Part 1 [ A ]

CandionaSiudentsaforSensiblead RUGRRG i)

Missing required cords
that were believed to be
included meant we ware
unable to live stream the
conference as anticipated.
We recordedhe majority
of the panel discussions
ourselves for future use. ) www.CSSDP.org

Having moresimultaneous » =®- 0029/ 1035 | ol | £ | £ 1
workshopsi Ky OF YSNI Q& YSI yid odtheawSrksBopsdzy | 6 f S
We also chose ndb record some workshops due to the intimate nature of the
discussioninsomet KS @ARS2Qa ¢SNB LIRAGSR (G2 | 2dz
well as distributed by conference attendees and allies. Interested persons

approached us about video taping duririgetconference which we encouraged

with permission of those in attendance. These included a LEAP member video
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GFLAY3I GKSANI FStt26 YSYOSNRa aGlrft1z F2240
and a documentary maker who is producing a short video from tbetafje for
our use.

"Max was great... Rdsl
important to have a variety of
voices- he really concretized

Panels and Workshops all the academic stuff we'd
been hearing all weekend."

The theme chosen for the 2009 conference

gl a W, fdzSLINAyGa F2N) . S@2yR t NPKAOAGAZ2YC
Wmnn ,SENEBR 2F CIFIAfSR 5N¥zd t2fA08Qad 2SS g
locally, nationally, and internationally. Format was important to conference

organizers, as it was essential to make the conference a place for learning,
YSUG2NIAY3IS YR AYUSNIOUGADPS RAaAOdzA&A2Y
GKSNE | 00SYyRSKa GSNBNJWIKENI 6S 61 yiSR |
voices in the rooms to be given a space to be heard, and this was achieved. In a
change from the previous year, workshops were interspersed throughout the

weekend instead of being held on a separate dfigr the larger panel

discussions.

As in 2008, we had
opening and
closing keynote e o T
speakers to set the A e pupeshom RS
stage and to wrap | aing B
up the conference,
respectively.
Donald
McPherson,
former City of
Vancouver drug
policy advisor and
CSSDP appointed
board member

oftheWaronDgs
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opened the conference with a talk on the need to map out blueprints for beyond
prohibition. Max Rarsell, a drug policy activist youtnas ourclosing keynote
speaker, who discussed his challenges, as we ", P i . LA
as the opportunities arising out of events such aLtu @ l', a ? S NI
as ths. Both keynotes received great reviews L ¥Stu OGSNE
(see the reviewsectionbelow).

¢KS 2LSyAYy3a LIySt t221SR 0 WwwS3dzZ I §SR
Speakers provided insight into the possible methods and consequences of

prospective models for arijuana, as well as the type of harm reduction

strategies that can be built in. Also discussed was the need for regulated markets
F2N) WKI NRQ RNMzZA4Z YR K2g (KSasS OFry 6585
WLYGSNYIFGA2y It | yR [/ dzighiedziely tbpics iS AderickhO (i A @ S
drug policyand student activism Panellists also discussed gender related
OKIftftSyasSa i K2YS FTYR AYOUSNyYylFaGAz2ylffeéd
panel gathered much attention throughout the weekend. Panellists désclis
breakthrough research and treatment strategies for marijuana, ayahuasca, and
A023FAYS®d® hdzNJ FAY I LI ySts WLy . SigSSy
statements from researchers and front line workers on the power that the

student demographican

bring to the drug policy

movement, and how we

must find ways to keep

working together to be

successful.

Our workshops were a

great success again this

year. Popular topics were

brought forward from the

LINEGA2dza &SI NRa

conference, such as

W[ 20 ONJIAANYIA MBI QX K|
| with local Member of

tF NEAIFYSYld [A008 51 OA-&BIQT BPHFRKVOIKESE RRE

SSDP staff member Amber Langston. There were two psychedelic related

G2NJ] aK2Llda 6A0K OSNE RATFFSNBY I AyLAYNRG OK S
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heard tips and strategies on how to deal safely Wit g 2d7 RAR |
Wol R GNRLIAQ YR NBfFGSI,? C(AE S Y
FYR I SHEAY3IQ £2218R I 0 BEOF{ CKEYNBast

maximizing the benefits of this particular field of

substances.Two workshops looked at buildirtige drug policy movement in

Canada'Prug Policy and the GLBT Commu@iy | YR WYSSLAy3I (KS
W/ ft24S 9y O2dzyiSNBA 6A0K ! RRAOUAZ2YQ ?Slud
relating his professional and academic experience intimately with tbepg

Mark Haden providedaniRS LJ0 K g2 NJ aK2LJ 2y Wl 2ySad 5
topic for a youth run conference. The workshop run by members of the
iryézm®SMJlN£| bSGéZNl 2F 5NHzd | aSNBR 0+
5NHz3 t 2t A 028 Q RESAA K0 IWKSR KRBLNSRWE YR 621
first organized drug user group, and discussed frankly the necessity of building a

social justice movement to challenge the war against drugs and drug users.

Food and Fun

With the help of our allies inlVy O2 dz&SNE | G2dzNJ 2F LYy aAas:
injection facility was arranged on for the morning of Friday, October 23 for

conference attendees. Despite many attendees not yet being in town, 12 people
attended a very informational tour. We got aasite to take a look at one of the

most hotly debatedssues in Canadian poliapd hear the stories of the frodine

staff. The procedures were outlined, and those attending got a great sense of

what happens day to day. Tineatabase method was explaad as to what type

of information was collected, how, and why.

Food for the conference was provided by an®@h Y LJdzda O2 YLJI y &3 bl
DF NRSY hNHIYAO 5SfA® Ly fA3IKG 2F GKS L
we were happy to be able to pvale ethicallyproducedfood from a local
0dzaAAySaao bl G§dzZNE Q& DI NRSY &aSNWSa SGKAC
RSt AOA2dza | 3aa2NIYSyid 2F K2YSYI RS &l yRgA
provided fairly traded coffee and tea for the morningglaafternoons.

On the two evenings, conference attendees were able to experience some
different aspects of the city. Those registered for the conference were invited to
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attend a retirement celebration for former City of Vancouver drug policy
coordnator and CSSDP board member Donald Macpherson alongside prominent
members of the Vancouver drug policy reform movement. Saturday evening
attendees were invited to attend socials at either the B.C. Marijuana Party Office,
or the The Met pub. The socialtaties outside of the conference were a
successful way for attendees to network, share their experiences and ideas and
build astrongerdrug policy reform network in Canada.



