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Overview 
 

From October 23rd to 25th, 2009, Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
(CSSDP) hosted our third annual national student and youth organized 
conference. This is the only conference of its kind in Canada and CSSDP remains 
the sole youth and student drug policy organization in the country. The 2009 
conference was held in beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia, hosted by the 
Simon Fraser University CSSDP chapter.  Students, young people, drug users, 
professionals, policy workers, doctors, community activists, and more converged 
for an energetic and constructive weekend focused on Ψ.ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜȅƻƴŘ 
tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩΦ 
 
Over the weekend attendees took part in many activities, such as: a guided tour 
ƻŦ LƴǎƛǘŜΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ƛƴƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΤ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ for 

board member Donald 
aŀŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ with 
high profile members of the 
Vancouver drug policy 
community; an in-depth panel 
discussion on new trends in 
drugs and healing; an interactive 
workshop on the role of user 
groups in the new drug policy 
world; and plenty more! 
 
As in 2008, attendees were 
elevated with the knowledge 

and discussion provided at the conference.  This is the only drug policy reform 
conference in Canada, and as such /{{5tΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ 
reinvigorate the drug policy reform movement as well as build and educate.  In 
2009 we accomplished this, contributing to the growing Canadian drug policy 
movement.      

 
 
 

 

άhǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ L ŀƳ 
so grateful for having had the 
opportunity to come.  Thank you, 
thank yoǳΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ 
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Planning and 
Organizing 
 
 

Vancouver, British 
Columbia, with its 
vibrant drug policy 
community and 
history of ground 
breaking harm 
reduction work, was 
selected by the Board 
of Directors as the 
2009 conference 
location soon after 
the 2008 AGM.  The conference was hosted by the Simon Fraser University (SFU) 
CSSDP chapter.  
 
The Board and the SFU chapter wanted the conference to occur at the downtown 
campus of SFU, however, finances and booking problems prevented us from 
securing our ideal location downtown.  The conference was held at the beautiful 
SFU Burnaby campus at Saywell Hall and adjacent Blusson Hall (seen above), both 
recent additions to the campus. We used the spacious hall space for registration 
and merchandise tables and had rooms equipped with modern audiovisual 

capabilities.  Rooms and most technical needs 
were booked through the student federation at 
Simon Fraser University by the chapter, which 
helped keep costs down. 
 
Planning and organizing was done by members 
of the SFU chapter along with the help of the 
CSSDP staff and board of directors. Rooms 
were chosen for the capacity of seating and 

technical needs, proximity to each other, available space outside of the rooms for 
tables, and considerations such as appearance.  CSSDP provided our own 
equipment for video recording and streaming.  Food was provided by an on-
ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ 5ŜƭƛΦ  Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ 

ά!ƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
information and 
encouragement for we, 
the current front-line 
addictions workers and 
our future decision-
ƳŀƪŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ 
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ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭly 
produced, organic, fresh and health food from a local business.  A block of hotel 
rooms was arranged at the Ramada Hotel in Downtown Vancouver at a 
reasonable rate for out of town attendees, and students also billeted with 
members in Vancouver.   
 

 
 
 
Media and Promotion 
 
Prior to the conference CSSDP members were featured in the SFU student 
newspaper, The Peak, and a popular Vancouver culture newspaper, The Georgia 
Strait, promoting the conference.  Organizers in Vancouver handled local 
promotion while staff members distributed invites and callouts across the country 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŜtworks. We were disappointed with the lack of 
media turn out at the conference and therefore, will be developing a media 
strategy for our 2010 
conference to improve our 
media coverage.    
 
Missing required cords 
that were believed to be 
included meant we were 
unable to live stream the 
conference as anticipated.  
We recorded the majority 
of the panel discussions 
ourselves for future use.  
Having more simultaneous 
workshops ǘƘŀƴ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƭƭ of the workshops.  
We also chose not to record some workshops due to the intimate nature of the 
discussion in some.   ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳǘǳōŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ 
well as distributed by conference attendees and allies.  Interested persons 
approached us about video taping during the conference which we encouraged 
with permission of those in attendance.  These included a LEAP member video 

"Speakers gave their own 
time after to explain in 
detail, leaving no 
unanswered questions." 

http://cssdp.org/cssdp-articles/4-press-gallery/151-drugs-morality-and-epic-finger-wagging-
http://www.straight.com/article-265288/canadas-war-drugs-bucks-global-trend
http://www.straight.com/article-265288/canadas-war-drugs-bucks-global-trend
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ǘŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǘŀƭƪΣ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
and a documentary maker who is producing a short video from their footage for 
our use.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panels and Workshops 
 
The theme chosen for the 2009 conference 
ǿŀǎ Ψ.ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜȅƻƴŘ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ 
Ψмлл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ CŀƛƭŜŘ 5ǊǳƎ tƻƭƛŎȅΩΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ 
locally, nationally, and internationally. Format was important to conference 
organizers, as it was essential to make the conference a place for learning, 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǘΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎΣ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
voices in the rooms to be given a space to be heard, and this was achieved. In a 
change from the previous year, workshops were interspersed throughout the 
weekend instead of being held on a separate day after the larger panel 
discussions.  
 

As in 2008, we had 
opening and 
closing keynote 
speakers to set the 
stage and to wrap 
up the conference, 
respectively. 
Donald 
McPherson, 
former City of 
Vancouver drug 
policy advisor and 
CSSDP appointed 
board member 

"Max was great... Really 
important to have a variety of 
voices - he really concretized 
all the academic stuff we'd 
been hearing all weekend." 



Canadian Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
2009 Blueprints for Beyond Prohibition Conference Report 

 

6 
 

opened the conference with a talk on the need to map out blueprints for beyond 
prohibition. Max Rowsell, a drug policy activist youth was our closing keynote 
speaker, who discussed his challenges, as well 
as the opportunities arising out of events such 
as this. Both keynotes received great reviews 
(see the reviews section below).   
 
¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ΨwŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ LƭƭŜƎŀƭ {ǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΩΦ  
Speakers provided insight into the possible methods and consequences of 
prospective models for marijuana, as well as the type of harm reduction 
strategies that can be built in.  Also discussed was the need for regulated markets 
ŦƻǊ ΨƘŀǊŘΩ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ 
ΨLƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǇŀƴŜƭ ƘƛƎƘƭƛghted key topics in American 
drug policy and student activism.  Panellists also discussed gender related 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ   {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ Ψ5ǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭƛƴƎΩ 
panel gathered much attention throughout the weekend.  Panellists discussed 
breakthrough research and treatment strategies for marijuana, ayahuasca, and 
ƛōƻƎŀƛƴŜΦ hǳǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ ΨLƴ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩΣ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ 
statements from researchers and front line workers on the power that the 

student demographic can 
bring to the drug policy 
movement, and how we 
must find ways to keep 
working together to be 
successful.  
 

Our workshops were a 
great success again this 
year.  Popular topics were 
brought forward from the 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
conference, such as 
Ψ[ƻōōȅƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩΣ ƘŜƭŘ 
with local Member of 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ [ƛōōȅ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ Σ ŀƴŘ Ψ/{{5t /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ {ǘŀǊǘ-ǳǇΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ 
SSDP staff member Amber Langston.  There were two psychedelic related 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ  ΨtǎȅŎƘŜŘŜƭƛŎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ 
L ŦŜƭǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΦέ 
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heard tips and strategies on how to deal safely with 
ΨōŀŘ ǘǊƛǇǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ΨtǎȅŎƘŜŘŜƭƛŎǎ 
ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭƛƴƎΩ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ 
maximizing the benefits of this particular field of 
substances.  Two workshops looked at building the drug policy movement in 
Canada, ΨDrug Policy and the GLBT CommunityΩΣ ŀƴŘ ΨYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƻǊ hǇŜƴΩ.   
Ψ/ƭƻǎŜ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ 5ǊΦ DŀōƻǊ aŀǘŞ 
relating his professional and academic experience intimately with the group.  
Mark Haden provided an in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ΨIƻƴŜǎǘ 5ǊǳƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀ ƪŜȅ 
topic for a youth run conference. The workshop run by members of the 
±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊ !ǊŜŀ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 5ǊǳƎ ¦ǎŜǊǎ ό±!b5¦ύ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ¦ǎŜǊ DǊƻǳǇǎ ϧ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
5ǊǳƎ tƻƭƛŎȅΩ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
first organized drug user group, and discussed frankly the necessity of building a 
social justice movement to challenge the war against drugs and drug users.  

 
 
Food and Fun 
 
With the help of our allies in VŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ LƴǎƛǘŜΣ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ 
injection facility was arranged on for the morning of Friday, October 23 for 
conference attendees.   Despite many attendees not yet being in town, 12 people 
attended a very informational tour.  We got a chance to take a look at one of the 
most hotly debated issues in Canadian policy and hear the stories of the front-line 
staff.  The procedures were outlined, and those attending got a great sense of 
what happens day to day.  Their database method was explained as to what type 
of information was collected, how, and why.    
   
Food for the conference was provided by an on-ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
DŀǊŘŜƴ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ 5ŜƭƛΦ  Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ 
we were happy to be able to provide ethically produced food from a local 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ 
ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ  bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ 
provided fairly traded coffee and tea for the mornings and afternoons.       
 

On the two evenings, conference attendees were able to experience some 
different aspects of the city.  Those registered for the conference were invited to 

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 
ƧƻōΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦέ 
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attend a retirement celebration for former City of Vancouver drug policy 
coordinator and CSSDP board member Donald Macpherson alongside prominent 
members of the Vancouver drug policy reform movement.  Saturday evening 
attendees were invited to attend socials at either the B.C. Marijuana Party Office, 
or the The Met pub. The social activities outside of the conference were a 
successful way for attendees to network, share their experiences and ideas and 
build a stronger drug policy reform network in Canada.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


